Commander 1222 Spruce Street

United States Coast Guard Room 2.102D

Eighth District St. Louis, MO 63103
Staff Symbol: dwb
Phone: (314) 269-2378
Email:
Eric.Washburn@uscg.mil

U.S. Department of
Homeland Security

United States
Coast Guard

September 24, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE 922-24

All interested parties are herein notified that the Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District, has
received application materials dated 5 June 2024 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Pittsburgh District for approval of location and plans for the construction of a bridge and a
temporary bridge over a navigable waterway of the United States.

BRIDGE, WATERWAY AND LOCATION: Utility Bridge and a Temporary Utility Bridge
over Montgomery Lock and Dam, Ohio River, mile 31.7, near Monaca, Beaver County, PA.

CHARACTER OF WORK: The planned Utility Bridge is to be constructed over the middle of
the land and proposed auxiliary chambers at Montgomery Locks and Dam. The Utility Bridge
has been designed to exceed the minimum USCG vertical clearance, therefore, the approach
elevation will not have an impact. The planned Temporary Utility Bridge is to be constructed
over the downstream approach of the land chamber at Montgomery Locks and Dam. The
Temporary Utility Bridge has been designed to exceed the minimum USCG vertical clearance,
therefore, the approach elevation will not have an impact.

The primary purpose of the Utility Bridge is to provide power and other utilities from the land or
lock side of the project, across both the existing land and the new river chambers, and to the
dam. The construction of the new river chamber will sever existing utility service crossover
tunnels to the dam. The Utility Bridge will allow for safer and easier maintenance access to
these utilities through the life of the project.

The primary purpose of the Temporary Utility Bridge is to provide temporary power and other
utilities, which are needed for the construction contractor to build the new river chamber. This
temporary utility bridge will also serve as a construction contractor personnel bridge, providing
uninterrupted access over the existing land chamber which is to remain in service to navigation
traffic.

MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES:

The proposed new utility bridge and temporary utility bridge will have clearances as described in
the table below. These clearances are an increase from current clearances over this section of the
waterway at this mile.



Utility Bridge Existing Proposed

Vertical No existing bridge 70.71 feet above normal pool
average June flow elevation 682.29

Horizontal No existing bridge 110.0 feet

Temporary Existing Proposed

Utility Bridge

Vertical No existing bridge 69.0 feet above normal pool average

June flow elevation 665.4

Horizontal No existing bridge 110.0 feet

Datum: NAVDS88
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District is the lead Federal agency for satisfying
the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Pittsburgh District is acting on behalf of the U.S. Coast Guard for all environmental
control laws. A Final Environmental Impact Statement dated 02SEP2014 and a Record of
Decision (ROD) was issued on 18JAN2017, pursuant to NEPA, as amended. The U.S. Coast
Guard has tentatively determined that the proposed action will not have a significant impact for
the purposes of NEPA for the project. Documents are available for review online at the above
address, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., excluding Federal holidays.

A water quality certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, as
amended, for this project was applied for and received from the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection on 28JUN2024.

The utility bridge is located in the floodplain. The 100-year flood elevation is 695.77 feet. The
elevation of the low member of the navigation span for the utility bridge is 753.0 m.s.l. and the
elevation of the low member of the navigation span for the temporary utility bridge is 734.4
m.s.l. Elevations are referenced to NAVD88 datum. Approximately 105,000 cubic yards of fill
material will be placed below the 100 year flood elevation for the construction of the utility
bridge and temporary utility bridge.

SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS:

Mariners are requested to comment on the proposed navigation clearances, placement of a bridge
protective system and other navigational safety issues, including need for clearance gauges and
extent of nighttime navigation to determine the need for bridge lighting. Interested parties are
requested to express their views, in writing, on the proposed bridge project including its possible
impacts to navigation.



We will forward comments of an environmental nature such as those regarding wildlife refuges,
public parks, historic sites, wetlands, floodplain issues, air, water quality, environmental justice,
etc. to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, PittsburghDistrict. Comments will be received for the

record at the address noted in the header or via email Eric. Washburn@uscg.mil through
October 31, 2024.

Map of location and plans attached.

Eric Washburn

Bridge Administrator

By direction of the Commander,
Eighth Coast Guard District


mailto:Eric.Washburn@uscg.mil
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