
    

 
  

 

 

 

 

Marine Safety Information Bulletin 
Commandant (CG-5PC) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Inspections & Compliance Directorate 
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE, STOP 7501 
Washington, DC 20593-7501 

MSIB Number: 02-26 
Date: 14 May 2026 

E-Mail: rbsinfo@uscg.mil

National Recreational Boating Safety Survey 

The United States Coast Guard (USCG) is launching the 2026 National Recreational Boating Safety Survey 
(NRBSS), which will provide detailed estimates in every state of how many people go boating, what types of 
boats they use, and how often they go boating. The survey is funded under a grant from the Sport Fish 
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the USCG. 

All recreational boaters – owners and renters of motorboats, sailboats and paddlecraft – are invited to 
complete a brief, one-minute sign-up page asking about their boating habits and to share their contact 
information with the Coast Guard so a wide range of boaters can be invited to participate in the larger NRBSS 
later in the year. To volunteer, please go to: https://norcfed.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/ 
SV_0ezfBlrTYxLdG4e (below QR Code takes you to the same URL).  

The information collected through NRBSS helps support national, state, and local boating safety and law 
enforcement programs. The data, which will be available for every state, are used by the U.S. Coast Guard 
and state agencies to improve boating safety, make better decisions about how resources are used, and help 
make boating and water recreation safer and more enjoyable for everyone. 

The U.S. Coast Guard is the national coordinator for the National Recreational Boating Safety Program, 
established by the Federal Boat Safety Act of 1971. Through the Coast Guard Office of Auxiliary and 
Boating Safety, the Recreational Boating Safety Program remains a cornerstone of our commitment to 
ensuring a safe and enjoyable experience for all recreational boaters. The National Recreational Boating 
Safety Program estimates 95,000 lives have been saved since the Program’s inception. The most recent year 
of information recorded the fewest deaths in the Program’s history. 

For more information about the NRBSS, visit https://uscgboating.org/statistics/national-recreational-boating-
safety-survey.php 

For further assistance or questions, contact onthewater@norc.org or smb-comdt-cg-bsx-data@uscg.mil 
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