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DEFARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coasl Guard

[USCG 200728450

Leng Range Alds to Navigation
[l.ﬂrﬁm-g}.ngnnn Preparation of
Programmalic Environmental Impact
Statement

AOFHGY: Comeit Goard, DHS.

ACTION: Motice of tntent, nolice of pubilic
meeting. and request for public
Colnments.

suMMARY: The LS, Coast Guard (USCG)
anniinges tial i1 ioteads o pregpae o
Frogrammstic Envimnmontal lmpoct
Etatement (PEIS) on the Future of the
Long Range Alds 1o Navigation
ILORAN) Program. Tl cnrrent systom
(LOBAN-C) 5 3 low [roguency
hyparbalic rdicnavigation systam
approved for usa in the LLS. Coastal
Canfluenes Zonn (COEF) nnd ns o
supplemantal alr navigation ald.
LOBAN-C provides navigation,
location, sl ming sarvices for both
nivil and military air, land, aod marins
umers in the CONUS and Alaska. The
PEIS will evaluate ths sovimonmeantal
lfcts of al ternsbive futwres for the
LORAN-C Program, and afd the USCG
in its decision on whether to rerminats
OF conl i b oparie arl dnwnst in tha
LOBAN-C systom,

Publication of this novice begins &
scoping process that will [dentily and
sluturpmange U scope of eovlronmental
issues to be addressed in the PEIS, This
notoe requests public particlpation in
the scaping process, establishes a public
commant perind, anid provides
information on how to participate
pates: Public mestings will bae hald
Aungust 15, 21 and 23, 2007, in
Washinggon, D, Junein, AK, md
Beattle, WA, respectively. Each masating
will consist of an informational open
Tncrser Fromm :340 poo. bo i pu. aimd a
pubdie seoping mesting from & pom o
8 pom. The public meetings may ond
Inter than the stated time, depending on
the aumber of peesons wishing o spak.
Comments and related matorial must
ronch the docket on or bafor August 31,
2007,

ADDRESSES: The Washington, [C
s g, wall Lue hinkd ot

Ronald Beagan Building and
International Trade Centar 1300
Pannsylvania Avenus, NW.,
Washington, 1 20004, 202-112-1426,

The Seattle meeting will ba hold m:
Seatile Hilton, 1301 Sixth Avenue,
Saattla, WA pa101. (206] GO5-8060,

Tl Jumean meeting will e beld at:

" Contennial Hall Convontion Conter, 101

Egan Deve, luneau. AK 99801, (907)
HER-HZAR.

All mesting spaces will he
wheelchair-sccessible. You do not need
o attend the meetings in order to
commeant. You may submit commants,
idemtified by docket number UISCG
2007-20460. 10 the Docket Mana nt
Facility at tha LLS, Departmant o
Transpurtation ([DOT). Tu avoid
duplication, plosse uso only one of the
following methods:

(1) Electronically through the Weaks
teftee foor thee Docket Management Systom,
at: hitpfelms, dot.gov,
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[2) By mail to the Docket Management
Farility, 118, Dapartment of
Transportation, West Building. Ground
Fleor, Reom W12-140, 1200 New Jarsey
Avanus, SE.. Washington, DC 20560,

{3} Ry fux 1o 1l Doeked Mansgemom
Facility at (202] 4893-2251.

[4) Dy dalivery 1o Roam Wii=14u,
Wit Ruilding, Gronnd Floor, 12060 New
Jorsey Avenue, SE., Washington, D,
from 9 am. to 5 p.m., Manday through
Fraday, sxeapt Fedaral bolidays. The
rrleplicime number is [202) 3600320

[5) By the Federal eRulemaking Portal
it m:wmw.rmmuﬁensggw,

Tha Discket Mansgemant Facility
maintaing the public docket for this
nrdice. Commaenis and mstorial roceived
from the public will become part of this
dercket and will be available tor
inspection o copying al Uhe Docket
Mansgement Facility (M=30). U5,
Dapartment of Transportation, West
Hunlding Gronened Fluoor, Room W12-140,
1200 New lorsey Avenue, SE.,
Washington. DO 20500, om 0 am, to
B pran.. Monday through Friday, excopt
Federal holidays. This dockel may also
be found on the Internet at: hitp.
dims.dotgov.

Comments aml reloiod mstorinl mos
reach the Docket Management Facillty
by August 31, 2007,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: [
you have questions on this notios,
please call or e-mail LT Michacl
Huerring. LORAN-C Program Manager, al
(202) 372-1561, or
Michoal 1 Herring®uscg.mil,
reapectively. If you have questions
bl vivw g or subiminting matarial 1
the docket. pleasa call Renea V. Wright,
Program Muapager, Docket Operations.
Offiea of liformation Servioas, Offios of
the Assistant Seeretary for
Administration, Offico of the Secretary.
a1 (202] A6E-HRLEG,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Renpuust Tor Communts

The USCG mauests public comments
and ather relevan! ioformation on
anvirenmental ssues mlated 1o e
future of the LORAN-C Program. The
scheduled public mestings are not the
only oppontunity you have to comment.
T mebdlition to o instead of providing
comments at the meeting, you can
subimnl comments 1o the Docket
Munsgoment Facility during the public
comment period [see DATES). The USCG
will consider all comments and
matarials raceivad during the comment
parrind.

O January 8, 2007, the USCG
published a request for commeonts on
s mvsial 10y eoomlinmams o aprali oF invest
in the Norh American LORAN-C

radionavigation system (72 Federal
Resister 796). To avaid |:|IJJ‘||I'Iu|If|’|n amil
resuhmission of commonts, all
nnmmanu&m[uuﬂy submitied under
dockat USCG 2oue=24665 will be
vomaddomd ||||rilq.: the LORAMN-C PFIS
ﬂm‘ﬁing o

| communts mguived will e st
without change, to: htfpedfdms.dof gov
and will include any personal
information you have provided. The
LS Tuws o sgreesmnnent sl Uhe TROT
i usi Lhe Docket Managoment Facility,
Please see DOT's "Privacy Act”
paragraph belew,

- ting comments: [f you submit o
commant, please nclude your name and
adid e, aod identify the dockel gumlber
fior this notice (USCE 2007-28460). You
may submit your comments
alectronic means, mail, fax, or delivary
tor Ul Dokt Managemant Facalily at
thie bl st wnder ADDRESSES; bt
please submit your comments by anl
one means. If vou submit comments
maal or delivery, subimit them io s
unbound frmat, no larger than 8% by
11 inches, suitahle for eopying and
electronic fling. If you submit
comments by mail and would like to
confirm that they reached the Facility,
please enclose & stamped, self-addressed
posteard or envelope.

Viewing comments and documents:
T view commants, go ta: hitpf
dms. dat gov ol any time, niicfnn
“Simple Search.” enter the last flve
digits of the docket number (28450]. and
click on “Searah.” You may also visit
the Docket Management Facility in the
west bullding, Ground Floor, Room
W12=140 locatnd ot 1200 New Jorsey
Avenoe, SE, Washington, DC 205040,
Doeket contents are avallable for public
inspection and copying, af this addeess,
i monm W11—Htjil. ht'mgmn : a.m,
5 pm., Monday through Friday, exce
FeITioml holid:i's. ‘l‘haar-‘a:ilit;?; 4
telophone (s 202=8A6=0320, it fax is
202-453~-2251, and ts Web site lor
electronic submissions or for slectronic
mtcess 1o dicks) conbents is: hllp/
les, o gow.

Privacy Act: Anyone can seamh the
ekﬂmné form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
nama of the indﬁrrdnn! submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association.
business, labor union. ste.). You may
revinw Lhe DOT s Privacy Act Stalemenl
in the Federnl Register published on
April 11, 2000 (65 FR. 10477, of you
may visit httpe/fdms. dot.gov,

Public Mesting and Open Houss
The USCG invites vou to learn about

thas PEIS om the BTN of th LORAN-
C Program at an informational open

house, and to identily and comment on
env i mental [ssues mlated 1o e
proposed action and alternatives ot a
blic meeting. Your comments will
alp the USCG idantify and mfine the
seape af tho onvironmental issoes (o be
addressad in the PEIS.

o wrdeer s allow everyone o chance
to speak at the public meeting, the
USCG may limit speaker time, or extend
e et inng, Boowers, or both, When yon
rise lo s you must idontiby
voursell. and any organization you
ropresenl, by mame. Your momnecks will
b recorded or transcribed for inclusion
in Al pobilic docke .

You may subimit writtan material at
the public mesting. nither in place of or
[n addition o spoaking. Written
meaterfal must fnclude your name and
anddress, amd will be ineluded in the
public docket. Commants given at a
public meating and writen comments
suhmittad to the docket will recaive full
amd oqunl eonsidaration,

Thie gaualabie eeetiog bocations am
Whﬂulk“i‘lllir'ﬂmmlhlu- Iy plan 1o
attend an open house or public meeting
and nesd special sssistance such as sign
Inngaengs: imtorgrstation or olhor
moasonable socommaodution, ploass
notify the USCG [see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) at loast 3
business doys in advance. Inclode your
contect information as wall as
information about your specific needs.

Background and Purpose

LORAN isa radJuuat?uﬁnn syslom
firat developed during Warld War 1T and
opurmted by the LSCES, The corm
system (LORAN-C] is & low frequancy
hyparbalic radicnavigation system
approved for s in U COZ and asa
ilgg)lemuml air navigotion aid.

AN=C provides navigation,
loeantiri, aned tianing sorvicos, or lotl
clvil and military air, land, and maring
users in the Contiguons United States
[CONUS) and Alaska. The USCG
aperates 18 CONUS LORAN Stations. 6
Alazka LORAN Statlons, and 24 monitor
aftes, The systom is controlled remotely
frovm Alexandria, VA and Potaliuma, CA.
Matinnwida system apesation is hased
on links between “chains” of stations:
therefore, decisions mads on any one
slation may polentinlly impact multipls
statinns or chains, necossitating an
overall LORAN :?nltvm decision rather
thinn & ssgmanted approach.

The FEIS will avaluate the
anvironmental affects of alternatives
rognrdiog the LORAN=C Program o aid
the LISCEG fn its docision of whether
further {nvestment in mndnml:jur and
imnproving LORAN-C is in the pubdic
Intoeprst.
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The PEIS on the Futurs of the
LORAN-C Program will be a program.
lovel documont that will provide UsCOG
with high-level analysis of the patential
impoctz on the human environmaent
fromm the altornatives for the St of
the LORAN-C Progrmm. The TSCE is
the lead agancy for datermining the
geopet of this review and has determinad
that a PEES will host moot its nesds, The
FEIS will comply with the Matiooal
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPAL the Council on Environmental
Quality regulatinns in 40 CFR parts
1B00=1508, Depurtorent of Homaeliod
Securily [IWHE] Monagemont Dimetive
5100, 1 [Envirommonte! Planning
Program), and Coagt Guard
Commandant Instruction [COMOTINST)
MIAATEAD (Netinael Ervirermertal
Poliey Act Tmplementing Frocadures
nnd?:ﬁtjrfur Conside
Environmental Impacts).
greogra phic soapo of the LOKAN-C PEIS
i Lhise anrs covered by the
radionavigation system. Should the
USCG dacida to and its involvameant
with LORAN=L, the annlysis poovidud
in the PEIS will eoable the USCG 1o
prepars tierad documents on the
dispasition of sach LORAN Station and
momitoring station.

Propuied Action aml Allermatives

The PEIS will address the fallowing
four altematives to mpresent the Tﬂﬂﬁl"'
1

of possible monagement options or
Tuture of the uscg"c LORAN-C Propraimn:
(1] Decommigsion the LISCG N-

& Program amd Terminate Nerth
Amestcan LORAN-C Signal. Under this
altomative, all USCG LOBAN-L signals
would bo terminated at one tme. Eﬂ
USCG LORAN Statlons would
decommissionod: LORAN artifacts,
documents end squipment {f.e., towers
and ralated infrastroctum] would bae
rommoviedy aned USEG pomon ool wonlid
b reasslgned. LORAN Statlon property
would be doclared excess to the noeds
of the UISCG followdng Fadiral
auidelines on tmnsfor of excess
propemy. The disposition of sach
TORAN Statfon wonld rangs from
transforring ownership of the proparty
with such infrastructure as huildings,
roads, plers, and alratrips intact, 10
returning the property 1o 4 natural state
prine to its trnsfir.

(2] Trarsfer Manngement of the
LOMAN-C Program to another
govarmment agency. Undar this
aliamative, the LSOG would continue to
opoemate the LORAM-C Program ontil the
transfier to anothar Agency.

[3) Automate, Svcure, and Unstaff
LORAN Staliens. Under this alternadve,
Ul LISCG sonld cootinus o owrale thi
LOBAN-C Program, The LOKAN-C

slgnal would remalin on the alr but the
TSCE wounld reduce staffing. To the
extont practical. the USCC would
automate equipment; sacure buildings
and fencing to protact souipmant.
antonna, and antonne guides: and
reassign personnel. The LORAN
Staticns wirnld become LORAN Siles
opneating unataffiod with preventive and
cortective maintenance performed by
contractor persannel.

(4} No Action Altemaotive. Thy
LORAN=C signal would remaln on alr,
and LORAN<C oparations would remain
as ey currently are with no chaoge i
sla Wi, Muintenoen sl
modernization of equl nt would
continue to keep the signal operating,

Tho FEIS sl seryv o o top Loer
environmental analysis of program-lavel
changes. This notica of intent is
recquired by 40 CFR 150822, and hriefly
duseribes the proposid wetion and
possible alternatives and our i:.mprm:i
mrpln;ﬂmu:um The PEIS will provide
o general level of analysis of
anvitonmental impacts on the 24
LORAN Stations, 24 Monitoring Sites,
and the LORAN Support Linit [LSL11)
since the disposition of esch facility is
ol ety known, Tle PELS will also
diseess the Mo Action Altermative ad
required wnder NEFA. You con address
any questions about the proposed
avtion, Uhe scopmng process, or Lhe PERSE
o the USCL LORAN-C Program Office
(30 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT],

Scoping Process

Pobilie scoping is an early and open
process for identifying and determinin
e scape of ihl.llnruyliu?.m addilremsed in ’
the PEIS. Seoping heging with this
notice, continues through the public
commeant pericd (ses DATES), and ands
whn the LISCG has completed the
followi ngg st s

= [nvites the participation of Federal,
Stater, mnd locn] agencios, any afloctod
Indian tribe and other interesied
PersOns;

o Dtormines oo actioos, allormativis,
and Impacta describad In 40 CFR
160825,

» |dentifies and aliminates from
detailed stady those issues that ane not
significant or that have haen eovered
elsewhone:

» ldenbities othor mlevant
anvironmental review and consultation
repirements on the futus of the
LUK AN-L Program;

# [ndicates the relationship botween
timeing of the eavironmoental peviow and
other aspects of the proposed sction:
and

# AL its disoretion, nxarcisn e
optons provided [n 40 CFR 1500,7(h)]

Once the scoping process is complota,
thee TISCE will prepare o draft PEIS, and
will publish a Federal Register notice
announe ng fts publie avallabilivy. (IF
vl want that notice to ba sent 1o you,
please contact the 1SCG Projoct Offics
point=ofcontact identifisd in FOR
FURTHER IFORMATION CONTACST.) You
will Tvwss aon opportunity b review aml
comment on the dratt PEIS.
Additenally, the USCG anticipates
Il ding public mestings in
approximilsly [ecember 2007 (o
present the draft PELS and receive
pullic comments wganding that
documant, The USCE will subsoguontly
consider wll comments reovived and
then prepare the final PEIS. As with the
draft PEIS. the USCG will announce the
availalaility of the foal FELS and once
agaln give Interested partles an
opportunity for review wad comment.

Draned: lune 26, 2007,

Brian M. Salerno,

Rowar Ademiral LSCE, Asstston! Canrmpnrdent,
Parliry et Planning ((X-5 ]

[FR Doc. 07=2475 Fllsd 7-12-07: 313 pm)
BYLLING CODE 4913<15-0
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MNotice of Intent and Infermational Open House and Public Mesting
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement {PEIS) on the Future of the U.S.
Coast Guard (USCG) Long Range Alds to Navigation (LORAN-C) Pragram

The USCG announces tha It intands 1o prepane a PEIS as pant of tha enviranmantal
planning progess o the LORAN -G Program. . The gunent system (LORAN -C) s o low
fraquency hyparbolic radionavigation system approved for uga in the U.S. Coastal
Confluence Zone and a5 o supplemental air navigation aid. LORAN -G provides
navigation, location, and timing senvices for bath civil and miltary alr, land and marine
users in e Continendal LS and Alaska

The LISCE B in the seoping period that precedoes poparstion of the PEIS, and invites
public comment on environmental lssues related to the future of the LORAN-C Program
Public meetings will ba hedd on August 15, 21, and 23 in Washinglon, DC, Juneau. AK,
and Seallle, WA, rezpectively. The Wazhington, DC mesting will b held at the Ronald
Reagan Buikding and International Trade Cenber, the Seatibe, WA meeling will be hold al
the Seattla Hilten, and tha Juneau, AK maating will be hald at tha Centannial Hall
Conventon Conber, Please refor to (e progect Wab site al hilg:fwews uicy-

gahl com/loranPEIS for more detalls on the meeting times and locations.

You may also submh commems idemified by docket number USCG-2007-28460 1o the
Docket Managamant Facility at tha LS DOT. Commants and related matenial must mach

the docket on or before August 31, 2007.

Please use only one of the following methods:

(1) Web She: hiipc/idms dot.gov.

{2) Mail: Docket Management Facility, LS. DOT, West Building, Ground Floor, Room
WA 2-140, 1200 New Jersay Avenue, SE, Washingion, DC 20580,

{3) Fax: 202-493-2251.

{4) Delivery: Room W12-140 on the Ground Floar of the Waest Building, 1200 New Jarsey
Avenue, SE, Washinglon, DC, belween B a.m. and & pom., Monday through Friday, sxcepl
Fedaral holidays: The talephane number = 202-360-8329.

5] Foderal eRulemiking Portal: hifpitwee, imguinlioms gov.

The PEIS as wall os maletial recsived from the public will become part of Ihe dockat gnd
will ber avaibable For inspection or copying ot the address spocified Bs (4), abow, You may
also view ihis docket on tha Intarnet at hiip-\idmis doi gov. If you have questions on this
netice, ploass cofl LT Michael Herring, of (202) 372-1681, or s-mail

Note: Copies of the transcripts for the public meetings are available in a public decket accessible al
fttp www regndadions, gov under docketl number USCG-2007-28460.
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LLE Departmant of Cammandani 2100 Secand Stresl, SW

Heomeland Security f e United Siates Coast Guard ;u;'ﬁmmuc 2LE3-0001
i Fhone: (202) 372-1561
United Statas r-ancq,‘:ézﬁ Ir2-1931
Coast Guard Michanl | HorringdUSCG.mil
las62
JUL 17 207
Dear Interested Party:

The United States Coast Guard (USCG) is announcing its intent to prepare a Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) on the Future of the Long Range Aids 1o Navigation
(LOBAN-C) Program (see Enclosure 1). Preparation of the PEIS is being conducted in
accordance with the National Pnvironmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 [Scetion 102(20c¢) and
its implementing regulations (10 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 1500-1508)}, Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) Management Directive 5100.1 (Environmental Planning Program),
and USCG Commandant ‘s Instruction M16475. 1D { Nationa! Environmental Policy Act
Implementing Procedures and Policy for Considering Enviranmenral Impacrs),

LORAN is a radionavigation system first developed during World War IT and operated by the
URCG The current system (LORAN-CY) 15 a low frequency hyperbolic radionavigation system
approved for use in the U.S. Coastal Confluence Zone (CCZ) and a5 a supplemental air
navigation aid. LORAN-C provides navigation, location, and timing services for both civil and
military air, land, and marine users in the contimental United States (CONLIS) and Alaska

The government is considering the need to continue to operate and invest n the North American
LOBAN-C radionavigation system. The USCG is the lead agency for this evaluation and has
determined that a PEIS will best meet its needs, The PEIS will address the following four
alternatives to represent the range of possible management options for the future of the USCG
LORAN-C Program;

(1) Decommisgion the USCG LORAN-C Program and Terminate North American LORAN-C
signal. Under this afremnanive, all USCG LORAN-C signals would be terminated at one
time, All USCG LORAN Stations would be decommussioned: LORAN artifacts, documents
and equipment (Le., towers and related infrastruciure) would be removed: and USCG
personnel would be reassigned.  LORAN Station property would be declared excess to the
needs of the USCG following Federal guidelines on transfer of excess property. The
disposition of each LORAN Station would range from transferring ownership of the property
with such infrastructure as buildings, roads, piers, and airstrips intact, (o returning the
property to-a natural state prior to its transfer.

(2) Transfer Management of the LORAN-C Program to another government agency, Under this
alternative, the USCG would continue to operate the LORAN-C Program until the transfir to
anather Agency, '

(3} Automate, Secure, and Unstaff LORAN Stations. Under this altermative, the USCG would
contimie to operate the LORAN-C Program. The LORAN--C zignal would remain on the
air, but the USCG would reduce statfing. To the extent practical, the USCG would automate
equipment; secure buildings and fencing to protect equipment, antenna, and anlenna guides;

B-7




JuL |4 AW

and reassign personnel. The LORAN Stations would become LORAN Sites operating un-
staffed with preventive and corrective mamtenance performed by contractor personnel.

{4) No Action Alternative. The LORAN-C signal would remain on air, and LDRjkN-«C
operations would remain as they currently are with no change in stamlng, Maintenance and
modernization of equipment would continue to keep the signal operating,

We would like to hear from the public and encourage you to submil comments and related
materials, We will consider comments and related materials reccived by the dates published in
the Motice of Intent (Enclosure 1), Comments may be submitted to Department of
Transportation”s Docket Management Facility, Please refer to the Notice of Intent (Enclosure 1)
for detailed instructions for submitting comments. In choosing from these means, please give
due regard (o the contmumg difficulties und delays assoviated with delivery of mail through the
L5, Postal Scrvice to Federal facilities.

On January 8, 2007, the USCG published a request for comments on the need to continue to
operate or mvest n the North American LORAN-C Radionavigation System (72 Federal
Regpister 796). 'To avoid duplication and resubmission of comments, all comments previously
submitred under docket USCG 2006-24685 will be considered during the LORAN-C PEIS
scoping process.

We invite the public to an informational open house and scoping meeting to be held in
Washington, DC; Juneau, AK; and Scattle, WA. Each meetmg will consist of an informational
open house from 4:30 p.m, to 6:00 p.m. and a public scoping mecting from 6:00 p.m., to 8:00
P Please refer to the Notice of Intent (Enclosure 1) for additional details and dates concerning
the meelings,

The PEIS as well as comments and associated materials received from the public will become
part of the public docket and will be available for inspection or copying at the Department of
Transpertation, Docket Management Facility, West Building, Ground Flaor, Room W12-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, DC between 9 am. and 5 pan., Monday through
Friday, except for Federal holidays, You can view this docket, meluding comments, on the
Internet at <hetp:/dms.dat. gove,

If you have any guestions, feel free to contact L1 Michael Herring at (202) 372-1561 or
Michacl. L. Horrmefinses mil.

‘Hincerely,
wa MG
W. A. MUILENBURG
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Acting Director of Waterways Management

Enclosure: (1) Notice of Intent, as published in the Federal Register
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