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4. Certificate of Alternative Compliance: Contents. 
The Chief of the Marine Safety Division issues the Certificate 

of Alternative Compliance to the vessel based on a determination 
that it cannot comply fully with 72 COLREGS/Inland Rules light, 
shape, and sound signal provisions without interference with its 
special function. 
This Certificate includes: 

(a) Identification of the vessel as supplied in the application; 
(b) The provision of the 72 COLREGS/Inland Rules for which 

the Certificate authorizes alternative compliance; 
(c) A certification that the vessel is unable to comply fully with 

the 72 COLREGS/Inland Rules light, shape, and sound signal 
requirements without interference with its special function; 

(d) A statement of why full compliance would interfere with the 
special function of the vessel; 

(e) The required alternative installation; 
(f) A statement that the required alternative installation is in the 

closest possible compliance with the 72 COLREGS/Inland Rules 
without interfering with the special function of the vessel; 

(g) The date of issuance; 
(h) A statement that the Certificate of Alternative Compliance 

terminates when the vessel ceases to be usually engaged in the 
operation for which the certificate is issued. 
 
5. Certificate of Alterative Compliance: Termination. 
The Certificate of Alternative Compliance terminates if the 
information supplied under 3.(a) or the Certificate issued under 4 
is no longer applicable to the vessel. 
 
6. Record of certification of vessels of special construction 
or purpose. 

(a) Copies of Certificates of Alternative Compliance and 
documentation concerning Coast Guard vessels are available for 
inspection at the offices of Assistant Commandant for Marine 
Safety and Environmental Protection, U.S. Coast Guard 
Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20593-0001. 

(b) The owner or operator of a vessel issued a certificate shall 
ensure that the vessel does not operate unless the Certificate of 
Alternative Compliance or a certified copy of that certificate is on 
board the vessel and available for inspection by Coast Guard 
personnel. 
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WATERS SPECIFIED BY THE SECRETARY 
 

33 CFR §89.25 Waters upon which Inland Rules 9(a)(ii), 14(d), 
and 15(b) apply. 
Inland Rules 9(a)(ii), 14(d), and 15(b) apply on the Great Lakes, 
the Western Rivers, and the following specified waters: 
 

(1) Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway; 
(2) Tombigbee River; 
(3) Black Warrior River; 
(4) Alabama River; 
(5) Coosa River 
(6) Mobile River above the Cochrane Bridge at St Louis Point; 
(7) Flint River; 
(8) Chattahoochee River, and 
(9) The Apalachicola River above its confluence with the Jackson River. 

 
33 CFR §89.27 Waters upon which Inland Rule 24(i) applies. 

(a) Inland Rule 24(i) applies on the Western Rivers and the 
specified waters listed in §89.25 (a) through (i). 

(b) Inland Rule 24(i) applies on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 
from St. Marks, Florida, to the Rio Grande, Texas, including the 
Morgan City-Port Allen Alternate Route and the Galveston-
Freeport Cutoff, except that a power-driven vessel pushing ahead 
or towing alongside shall exhibit the lights required by Inland Rule 
24(c), while transiting within the following areas: 

(1) St. Andrews Bay from the Hathaway Fixed Bridge at Mile 284.6 East of 
Harvey Locks (EHL) to the DuPont Fixed Bridge at Mile 295.4 EHL. 
(2) Pensacola Bay, Santa Rosa Sound and Big Lagoon from the Light “10” off of 
Trout Point at Mile 176.9 EHL to the Pensacola Fixed Bridge at Mile 189.1 EHL  
(3) Mobile Bay and Bon Secour Bay from the Dauphin Island Causeway Fixed 
Bridge at Mile 127.7 EHL to Little Point Clear at Mile 140 EHL. 
(4) Mississippi Sound from Grand Island Waterway Light “1” at Mile 53.8 EHL to 
Light “40” off the West Point of Dauphin Island at Mile 118.7 EHL  
(5) The Mississippi River at New Orleans, Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet Canal and 
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal from the junction of the Harvey Canal and the 
Algiers Alternate Route at Mile 6.5 West of Harvey Locks (WHL) to the Michoud 
Canal at Mile 18 EHL. 
(6) The Calcasieu River from the Calcasieu Lock at Mile 238.6 WHL to the 
Ellender Lift Bridge at Mile 243.6 WHL. 
(7) The Sabine Neches Canal from Mile 262.5 WHL to Mile 291.5 WHL. 
(8) Bolivar Roads from the Bolivar Assembling Basin at Mile 346 WHL to the 
Galveston Causeway Bridge at Mile 357.3 WHL. 
(9) Freeport Harbor from Surfside Beach Fixed Bridge at Mile 393.8 WHL to the 
Bryan Beach Pontoon Bridge at Mile 397.6 WHL. 
(10) Matagorda Ship Channel area of Matagorda Bay from Range “K” Front Light 
at Mile 468.7 WHL to the Port O’Connor Jetty at Mile 472.2 WHL. 
(11) Corpus Christi Bay from Redfish Bay Day Beacon “55” at Mile 537.4 WHL 
when in the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway main route or from the north end of Lydia 
Ann Island Mile 531.1A when in the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Alternate Route 
to Corpus Christi Bay LT 76 at Mile 543.7 WHL. 
(12) Port Isabel and Brownsville Ship Channel south of the Padre Island 
Causeway Fixed Bridge at Mile 665.1 WHL. 


