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PUBLIC NOTICE (08-14) 

 
All interested parties are notified that the Commander, Seventh Coast Guard District has 
received an application from the Florida Department of Transportation, District Two, requesting 
approval of the location and plans for a proposed new bridge over a navigable waterway of the 
United States. 
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION: Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AICW), mile 739.2, also 
known as Sister’s Creek approximately 0.3 miles north of the confluence with the St. Johns 
River, at Jacksonville, FL.  The proposed fixed bridge will replace a bascule lift bridge on 
Heckscher Drive (SR105) between Pine Island and Fanning Island, Duval County, FL., Latitude 
30° 23' 37.824"N, Longitude -81° 27' 34.9194" W, (Lat 30.39384, Long -81.4597). 
 
CHARACTER OF WORK:  The proposed project consists of replacement of the existing 
bascule bridge, built in 1952, with a new high-level fixed-span bridge.  The proposed new bridge 
will provide two 12 ft travel lanes, two 10 ft outside shoulders, and two 6 ft outside sidewalks.  
The out-to-out width of the proposed bridge will vary from approximately 60’ 5” to 
approximately 71’ 11”.  
 
MINIMUM NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES: 
 
Existing Proposed  
Horizontal: 90 ft between face of fenders Horizontal: 125 ft between face of fenders 
 
Vertical: Vertical:  
22.5 ft above Mean High Water (bascule closed)  65ft above Mean High Water 
Unlimited vertical clearance (bascule open) 
  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
The Federal Highway Administration, the lead federal agency, has determined that the proposed 
action is a categorical exclusion (CE) for the purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act.  
The CE was most recently evaluated on 12 August 2013.  The documents are available for 
review at the above address, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The bridge is 
located in the floodplain. The 100-year flood elevation is 10.4 ft, while elevation of the low 
chord of the bridge is approximately 31 ft at the abutments; elevations are reference to NAVD 88 
datum.  Approximately 1486 cubic yards of fill will be placed below mean high water elevation 
for the construction of the bridge and approaches.  The project will result in permanent impacts 
to 1.64 acres of saltmarsh wetlands and temporary impact to 0.78 acres of saltmarsh wetlands.  
Wetland impacts will be offset by the purchase of mitigation credits from the North Florida 
Saltmarsh Mitigation Bank and the Longleaf and Loblolly Mitigation Banks.  Water Quality 
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Certification (WQC) pursuant to public law 92-500, 33 USC Section 1341, as amended was 
issued by the St. Johns River Water Management District in an Environmental Resource Permit 
# 4-031-131976-1 dated 24 March 2014.  No parklands, wildlife refuges, or historic properties 
will be affected by the project.  Temporary impacts to navigation during construction are 
anticipated.  Navigational impacts include crane barges working in and around the navigation 
channel and intermittent reoccurring blockage of the navigation channel.  Mariners will be 
notified of the details of in water construction activities which will impact the navigation channel 
at and around the bridge site.  Details of navigational impacts include dates and durations of full 
and partial channel blockage will be disseminated to mariners via the Coast Guard’s Local 
Notice to Mariners (LNM).   
 
SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS: 
 
Mariners are requested to comment on the proposed vertical and horizontal navigational 
clearances and other navigational safety issues, including but not limited to impacts due to 
construction activities.   
 
Interested parties are requested to express their views, in writing, on the proposed bridge project 
including its possible impact on minority and/or low income population, if any, giving sufficient 
detail to establish a clear understanding of their reasons for support of, or opposition to, the 
proposed work.  Comments will be received for the record at the office of: Commander (dpb), 
Seventh Coast Guard District, 909 SE 1st Ave., Ste 432, Miami, Florida 33131-3028, for a 30-
day period from the date of this public notice.  Our project manager for this application is Mr. 
Randall Overton.  He can be contacted by telephone at (305) 415-6736, by mail at the above 
address, or e-mail at randall.d.overton@uscg.mil.  Comments received will be made part of the 
case record. 
 
Map of location and plans attached. 
 

 
//s// 

 
"This is a web-searchable copy and is not the official, signed version; however, other than the 
signature being omitted, it is a duplicate of the official version." 
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