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PUBLIC NOTICE 5-1323  

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

SUBJECT: REINSTATED REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF THE 
GILMERTON (US13/460) BRIDGE, AT ATLANTIC INTRACOASTAL 
WATERWAY (AICW) MILE 5.8, ACROSS THE SOUTHERN BRANCH 
OF THE ELIZABETH RIVER AT CHESAPEAKE, VA. 

 
Effective December 20, 2013 mariners are advised that the operating regulations, set 
out at Title 33 Code of Federal Regulations Part 117.997(c), have been reinstated at the 
new Gilmerton (US13/460) Bridge, at AICW mile 5.8, across the Southern Branch of the 
Elizabeth River, at Chesapeake, VA.  Since 2010, the drawbridge had been operating 
on a temporary schedule to facilitate the construction of the new vertical-lift span.  New 
signs summarizing the requirements have been posted both upstream and downstream 
of the drawbridge.  A synopsis of the reinstated operating regulations is attached. 
 
It is requested that this information be brought to the attention of any person having a 
possible interest in the reinstated operating regulations who may not have received a 
copy of this Public Notice. 
 
 
 

 //s// 
 WAVERLY W. GREGORY, JR. 
 Bridge Program Manager 
 By direction of the Commander 
 Fifth Coast Guard District 
 
This is a web-searchable copy and is not the official, signed version; however, other 
than the signature being omitted, it is a duplicate of the official version. 



NEW GILMERTON/US 13/460 (VERTICAL‐LIFT) BRIDGE  
ACROSS THE ELIZABETH RIVER (SOUTH BRANCH) AT CHESAPEAKE VA 

 
REINSTATED OPERATING REGULATIONS TEMPORARY OPERATING REGULATIONS 

                 EFFECTIVE 21 DECEMBER 2013 ENDED ON 20 DECEMBER 2013 
RUSH HOUR RESTRICTIONS 

MON TO FRI, EXCEPT FEDERAL HOLIDAYS 
RUSH HOUR RESTRICTIONS 

MON TO FRI, EXCEPT FEDERAL HOLIDAYS 
From 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Need not open.  Commercial vessels must provide a two-
hour advance notice for an on-demand opening.* 

From 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 
Need not open.  Commercial vessels must provide a two-hour advance 
notice for an on-demand opening.* 1, 2 

MON TO FRI, EXCEPT FEDERAL HOLIDAYS MON TO FRI, EXCEPT FEDERAL HOLIDAYS 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
Opens on demand for all vessels. 

From 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
 
Opens on request every hour on the half hour. Commercial vessels 
must provide a two-hour advance notice for an on-demand opening.* 1, 

2

SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND FEDERAL HOLIDAYS SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND FEDERAL HOLIDAYS
 
Opens on demand for all vessels. 

From 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
 
Opens on request every hour on the half hour. Commercial vessels 
must provide a two-hour advance notice for an on-demand opening.* 1, 

2

  
*BRIDGE WILL OPEN ON DEMAND ANYTIME FOR VESSELS CARRYING HAZARDOUS LIQUEFIED 
FLAMMABLE GAS OR OTHER HAZARDOUS MATERIALS; AND OPEN ON DEMAND AT ALL OTHER TIMES. 
 
1IF ANY VESSEL IS APPROACHING THE BRIDGE AND CANNOT REACH THE DRAW EXACTLY ON THE HALF 
HOUR, THE DRAW TENDER MAY DELAY THE OPENING UP TO 10 MINUTES PAST THE HALF HOUR FOR 
PASSAGE OF THE APPROACHING VESSEL AND ANY OTHER VESSELS THAT ARE WAITING TO PASS 
 
2IF THE NORFOLK & SOUTHERN RAILROAD BRIDGE #7, AT MILE 5.8 IS NOT OPENED DURING A PARTICULAR 
SCHEDULED OPENING FOR THE GILMERTON BRIDGE AND VESSELS WERE DELAYED, THE DRAW TENDER 
AT THE GILMERTON BRIDGE MAY PROVIDE A SINGLE OPENING FOR WAITING VESSELS, ONCE THE 
NORFOLK & SOUTHERN RAILROAD BRIDGE #7 REOPENS FOR VESSELS.  


